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Church of England, but they feared the Catholics much
more. The Declaration united all Protestants against
the king. Parliament declared it to be grossly illegal,
since it was a law made without their consent. To lull
the storm Charles, withdrew the declaration.

Still Parliament was not satisfied.   It passed the Test
Act, by which everyone holding office under the Crown The Test
was to take the sacrament according to the rites of the Act*l673'
English Church.   Thus for more than a century and a
half not only Catholics but Protestant Dissenters were
denied commissions in the army and navy and excluded
from every form of public service. It pressed on a marriage
between James's daughter Mary and William of Orange.
The Test Act broke up the Cabal.

Charles agreed to the Act to stay the hostile feeling
against the Catholics, but in vain. Suddenly an idea The
sprang up that the Catholics were actually plotting against pi5*"h
English liberty and the Church. A wretch named Titus l678'
Gates swore that he had found out such a plot. He told his
story to a London magistrate, and soon after this man's
dead body was found in a ditch. Everyone believed he
had been murdered by the Catholics. Men thought the
days of the Gunpowder Plot were coming again. Oates's
lies were taken as proof against any Catholic. Other
informers rivalled him in inventing stories. No jury
would accept a Catholic's evidence; in the eyes of men
at that time every Jesuit was an open traitor, every
Catholic a conspirator in disguise. Many innocent men
were put to death. Even the House of Lords condemned
Lord Stafford, old, respected, and absolutely guiltless,
and had him executed.

Nothing would satisfy the Whig or " country " party
in their panic.   Urged on by Shaftesbury, they tried to Failure of
exclude James from succeeding to the crown.   But here Exci
Charles checkmated them.   He dissolved Parliament, so